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4.0 FORMER AND CURRENT USES 
 
4.1 Prior to the eighteenth century the 
main occupation in Pott Shrigley is likely to 
have been agriculture.  It is also likely that the 
Shrigley Estate was one of the main 
employers.   There is little evidence remaining 
in the village centre today of farming as an 
occupation.   
 
4.2 The main concentration of farms was 
on the north-eastern edge of the Conservation 
Area boundary.  Overheyes Farm is within the 
Conservation Area and Homestead and Pott 
Mill Farms straddle the boundary.  Overheyes 
and Homestead Farms are both outside the 
National Park but within the Cheshire East part 
of the Conservation Area.   
 

 
P4.1 Pott Mill Farm 
 
4.3 A Court Roll in the Downes Family 
records (CRO) from 1 December 1544 refers 
to ‘a house with three stalls or bays for horses 
or cattle and a building called A Smythe, newly 
built, and a garden, in the township of 
Pottshrigley’.  It is impossible to know where 
its location was; none of the surviving buildings 
contain any obvious sixteenth century building 
material, but seven buildings were demolished 
by 1848, and it may have been one of these.   
 
4.4 Homestead Farm was formerly the site 
of a water driven corn mill.  The Mill belonged 
to the Shrigley Hall and is mentioned as such 
in a Court Roll of 1663 in the Downes Family 
records (CRO) where it is referred to as 
Pottshrigley Milne.  
 
4.5 A mill is identified on Burdett’s Map of 
1775.    The site is listed on the HER for 
Cheshire, 1584/1.  On site there is evidence of 
culverts; there may be further evidence of a 
mill building incorporated in the core of 
buildings on site.  The mill was sold off by the 
Estate in the 1930s. 

 

 
P4.2 Homestead Farm, site of the former Corn 
Mill 
 
4.6 Pott Shrigley was important from the 
eighteenth century onwards for its coal-mining 
and brick-making industries.  The 
Carboniferous coal measures were worked by 
shafts and ‘day-eye’ pits (entered horizontally 
from the hillside) in the Bakestonedale and 
Spuley Lane areas.  There were also pits 
along Long Lane, Shrigley Road, Berristal and 
at Redacre. 
 
4.7 Fireclay, described as ‘bastard silica’, 
was extracted from the hillsides of 
Bakestonedale from about 1820. In around 
1820 George Lambert and Abraham Bury 
started a small brickworks near Brink Farm 
with one kiln to fire the bricks.  When they 
needed to expand they moved to the site in 
Bakestonedale.  By 1848 George Lambert was 
operating a coal and fireclay mine with 
associated Pott Brickworks on the south side 
of the road at Bakestonedale, Pott Shrigley.  
Lambert was still working the Pott Shrigley 
coal mine in 1884 but had relinquished the 
firebrick works to James Hall before 1878.   
 
4.8 In 1870 William Hammond went into 
partnership with his brother-in-law, Robert 
Gardiner to work fireclay in Pott Shrigley and 
they established their brickworks on the north 
side of the Bakestonedale Road opposite that 
of George Lambert.  In 1875 Mr Lawrence 
Gardiner succeeded his brother in the 
business.  When he died in 1886 Hammond 
took over the works entirely.  Messrs William 
Hammond Ltd continued production of 
firebricks until 1967. 
 (David Kitching,www.penforma.com). 
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P4.3 A William Hammond brick ©David 
Kitching 

 
P4.4 A Gardiner and Hammond brick ©David 
Kitching 
 
4.9 The workshops in Bakestonedale are 
now used by various trades unconnected with 
the original industry.  The area is of 
considerable industrial archaeological interest 
but is outside the Conservation Area.    
 

 
P4.5 The Old Brickworks is now an industrial 
estate 
 
4.10 Peak District Mines Historical Society 
has compiled a list of coal mines worked under 
the Coal Mines Regulation Act, in Cheshire 
during the year 1896.  This lists three mines in 
Pott Shrigley all in the ownership of William 
Hammond.   These were described as 
‘Bakestonedale (Clay Pit) which was worked 
for fireclay, it employed 7 underground 
workers and 1 surface worker.  Bakestonedale 
(Clay Level) which worked fireclay and 
ganister and employed 8 underground workers 

and 1 surface worker; and Bakestonedale 
(Coal Pit) which mined manufacturing coal and 
employed 15 underground workers and 4 
surface workers.    This indicates that the pits 
were a comparatively large employer for the 
hamlet in the nineteenth century. 

 
P4.6 Colliery at Hammonds brick yard 
©Bollington Discovery Centre 

 
P4.7 Receipt from Bakestonedale Colliery 
©David Kitching 
 
4.11  We do know that colliers were living in 
Pott Shrigley village in the early nineteenth 
century. The Downes Family records (CRO) 
contain a questionnaire of 13 April 1818 
completed for the House of Commons 
Committee on education.  It refers to the 
inhabitants of Shrigley as being comprised 
chiefly of tenants and cottagers, by the most 
part colliers.    
 
4.12 Coal mining in the Pott Shrigley area 
largely ceased round about 1930, however 
coal mining continued alongside fireclay 
mining at Hammond’s Moorside Mine until 
1956. 
 
4.13 By 1881, the census (Vision of Britain 
through time) shows that the main occupations 
of males in the parish (which includes outlying 
hamlets) was 33 in agriculture and 37 in 
mineral substances. Amongst women, most 
were in unspecified occupations or domestic 
service with the former being most prevalent.   
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4.14 Quarrying was another local industry. 
The local sandstone (see Section 5) was used 
for building, walling, slating and paving.   The 
thin laminated gritstone was commonly used 
for potstones or bakestones which were used 
domestically for making oatcakes.  These were 
either thin round stones suspended from a 
pothook over an open fire, or were larger, 
squarer stones placed on top of a stove.  
Bakestonedale probably takes its name from 
these.     
 
4.15 A few properties in the village are 
known to have had previous uses. 
 
4.16 The village school was originally built 
as a Sunday school. (see Section 3). The 
relationship between church and school in the 
village has remained strong.  The school is 
now also used as a community centre.  
 
4.17 Pott Hall Farm was The Lowther Arms 
public house in the nineteenth century. It was 
reputedly closed by Mrs Lowther of Shrigley 
Hall in the 1920s as she felt her estate workers 
were spending too much time in there.   (Notes 
on Pott Shrigley; no name, no date).  It is likely 
to have been a farm originally as it has a barn 
and a pig sty in its grounds.  These are now 
converted to a dwelling and a garage 
respectively.    
  

 
P4.8 Pott Hall Farm, formerly the Lowther 
Arms 
 
4.18 Shrigley Hall, outside the 
Conservation Area, was a private residence 
which became a school in the 1920s and is 
currently a hotel and country club. 
 

 
P4.9 Shrigley Hall is now a Hotel and Country 
Club 
 
4.19 There do not appear to have been any 
other services provided within the village 
probably due to its proximity to Bollington 
which expanded rapidly from the late 
eighteenth century to support a thriving cotton 
industry.   In addition the village was on Estate 
land and development may have been 
discouraged. 
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6.0 PREVALENT AND TRADITIONAL 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
 
6.1 The predominant building material in 
the Conservation Area and its immediate 
setting is stone. This stone was locally 
sourced, as there were/are several small stone 
quarries in the locality.  P6.1 Shows the local 
stone used in buildings and walling. 
 

 
P6.1 Local stone has been extensively used 
for construction in Pott Shrigley. 
 
6.2 The stone type, Kerridge stone, is a 
Milnrow Sandstone from the Carboniferous 
era.  The colour is mainly buff with some grey.  
The two phases of development at Pott Hall 
clearly show the two stone colours.  The 
nineteenth century section is grey and the 
eighteenth century section buff.  The prolific 
use of local stone throughout the Conservation 
Area has provided a strong unifying element.   
 

 
P6.2 Pott Hall, grey stone on the left and buff 
on the right  

6.3 The stonework in Pott Shrigley is 
normally brought to courses and is paint-free, 
the exception being The Croft which is stone- 
built and painted black and white (this is 
outside the National Park). 
 

 
P6.3 The Croft is painted to resemble a timber 
frame building. 
 
6.4 There is some limited use of render 
and random stonework and random stone 
brought to courses. Stone has also been used 
for external architectural details such as 
copings and quoins. Window and door 
surrounds are also constructed from dressed 
stone.  Some chimneys are stone-built 
although many have been rebuilt in brick. 
 

 
P6.4 Random stone at Walker’s Green (left) 
P6.5 Coursed stone with quoins at Pott Hall 
(right) 
 
6.5       Kerridge stone slate is the predominant 
roofing material but there is also limited use of 
concrete tile within the Conservation Area. 
Concrete tile is a modern material and alien to 
the Conservation Area. There is little use of 
blue slate. 

 
P6.6 Stone slate roofs at Pott Hall 
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P6.7 Stone slate roof, St Christopher’s Church 
 
6.6 Brick is not commonly used as a 
building material in Pott Shrigley which is 
surprising given the close proximity of the 
(former) brick works at Bakestonedale.  The 
Old Vicarage, Harrop Close, is the only 
example in the Conservation Area of an entire 
building constructed from local brick (see 
P5.1). However many properties have had 
chimneys rebuilt in the local red brick (see 
section 4). 
 
6.7  Render is not widely used in the 
Conservation Area. Photos from around 1910 
however show that some buildings appear 
white, this could either be render or limewash.   
The old Vicarage and the cottages on the 
north side of Shrigley Road (outside the 
National Park) are examples of buildings that 
appear white in the early twentieth century 
(see P5.1 and P6.8). 
 

 
P6.8 Cottages on Shrigley Road circa 1910 
©Bollington Discovery Centre 
 
6.8 P6.9 shows what appears to be 
remnants of limewash to the surface of the 
front elevation of Church View.  (This is the 
property to the right in P6.8).  The Vicarage 
may have been rendered originally to disguise 
the fact that it was brick built and not stone. 

 
P6.9 Possible limewash remnants on 
Church View 
 
6.9 The former Vicarage (Harrop Close) 
demonstrates the use of several building 
materials.  Brick-built with rendered walls to 
the rear elevation and a stone slate roof; it also 
has a large stone stack as well as several 
brick chimneys. 
 

P6.10 Stone slate roof and brick chimneys at 
Harrop Close, the brick gable, rendered rear 
 
6.10  All stacks in the Conservation Area, 
stone or brick, tend to be simply detailed.  Few 
have banding and drip courses.  Originally 
stacks appear to have been over-sized in 
relation to buildings (P6.8) and they tend to 
have large pots.  Buff and red can be found 
but buff predominates.  In some cases the 
height of stacks has been reduced. 
 



29 
 

 
P6.11 Brick and stone stacks with red and buff 
pots 
 
6.11 Traditional rainwater goods are either 
timber box gutters or cast iron with half-round 
or ogee profiles. These are normally fixed to 
metal rise and fall brackets. 
  
6.12 A variety of window styles are evident 
in the Conservation Area and these are timber.  
(see section 5 for information on window 
styles).   
  
6.13 Stone boundary walls in and around 
Pott Shrigley significantly contribute to the 
character of the Conservation Area. All the 
walls are built from Kerridge stone.  There are 
a variety of walling types in the Conservation 
Area and examples of both drystone and 
mortared walls can be found.  There are also a 
variety of coping details.  The use of local 
stone is a unifying feature. 
 

 
P6.12-15 A variety of boundary walls with 
different coping details. 
 

6.14 Various types of gates, gritstone 
gateposts and piers punctuate the walls.  
 

 
P6.16 Boarded door into the grounds of Pott 
Hall. 
 

 
P6.17-20 A variety of styles of gates and piers 
can be found in the Conservation Area 
 
6.15 With regard to floorscape there are 
some stone kerbs and some areas of stone 
setts and paving.  The largest area of stone 
setts in the public domain is outside St 
Christopher’s Church (see Section 11). 
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P6.21 Stone steps and setts in front of St 
Christopher’s Church. 
 

 
P6.22 (left) Setts at the entrance to Walkers 
Green and P6.23 (right) setts and flags in front 
of Pott Hall Farm. 
 
6.16 Prior to the early twentieth century, 
Pott Shrigley’s roads would have been un-
metalled tracks.  P6.24 below, taken around 
1910, of Spuley Lane illustrates this point. The 
track to the cricket ground was surfaced as far 
as Pott Hall barn in the late twentieth century.  
P6.25 
 

 
P6.24 Spuley Lane was unmetalled in 1910 
©Bollington Discovery Centre 
 

 
P6.25 The track to the cricket ground is 
partially surfaced 
 
6.17 Pott Shrigley Conservation Area does 
not have much street lighting.  There are two 
historic lamps and a reproduction historic lamp 
in St Christopher’s Churchyard.  There is a 
gas-powered historic lamp at the road junction 
by the Croft (this is outside the National Park).   
 

 
P6.26-27  Historic Lamps in the Churchyard 

  
P6.28 Historic lamp at The Croft (left) P6.29 
Reproduction lamp in the churchyard (right) 
 
6.18 There were two historic parish 
boundary stones within the conservation area 
but these fell into disrepair and were replaced 
with copies in 2002.  (See P5.16) 
 
6.19 At the junction of Spuley Lane and 
Shrigley Road (south), there is a good 
example of an early twentieth century finger 
signpost. 
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P6.30 Early twentieth century finger signpost 
 
6.20 Other signs are typical twentieth 
century metal direction boards and street-
name signs. 
 

 
P6.31 Late twentieth century sign posts 

 

 
P6.32 Street name sign 
 
Miscellaneous items 
 
6.21 There is a utilitarian plastic bin on 
Shrigley Road near the bus stop opposite the 
Church. 
 

 
P6.33 Litter bin on Shrigley Road 

6.22 There are some twentieth century 
benches within St Christopher’s Churchyard, 
and one near the phone box, again utilitarian. 
 

 

P6.34 and P6.35 wooden benches in the 
churchyard 
 
6.19  Just outside St Christopher’s churchyard 
is a twentieth century parish noticeboard.  This 
is constructed of timber with metal legs. 
 

 
P6.36 Parish Noticeboard outside the lychgate 
entrance to St Christopher’s Church 
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