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PEAK DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY VERGE PARKING BYELAWS 2026 

 

1. Purpose  
 
This report seeks approval to make, implement and enforce byelaws to restrict verge 
parking on land owned by the National Park Authority or on Access Land associated with 
sites within Authority ownership.  The proposed byelaws seek to give the Authority such 
powers across the North Lees Estate in particular. 
 

2. Context 

2.1  The Authority has taken significant steps to ensure that parking provision is 
adequate across its estate and has implemented Pay and Display at most car park 
sites. Verge parking is an issue when car parks are at capacity or when individuals 
avoid pay and display charges by parking outside of car parks. 

2.2  The proposed byelaws will allow the Authority to prosecute those who park 
irresponsibly. 

2.3 The threat of prosecution combined with other engagement and physical measures 
will reduce irresponsible and damaging verge parking specifically across the North 
Lees Estate 
 

3. Proposals 

3.1 The provision of car parking within the National Park for visitors supports the PDNPA 
in providing a sustainable, welcoming and inspiring place for all. The majority of the 
car parks are associated with facilities and land that the Authority manages for 
visitors to use free of charge. This includes the multi-user trails, North Lees Estate 
and public toilets. Car parks provide a sustainable source of income to offset the 
management costs of the Authority’s assets and an important contribution to 
achieving income targets. 

3.2 While the majority of users of Authority car parks park responsibly within allocated 
spaces, some park on roadside verges either when the car park is full or to avoid pay 
and display charges.  This is seen across the National Park but can be a particular 
issue at North Lees.  Many of the verges across the estate are SSSI and are 
becoming increasingly damaged by vehicle parking. This damage is exacerbated 
once the verges become unvegetated and uneven. Once the verges are in this 
condition, many drivers seem to think they are ‘fair game’ for parking on and they are 
soon stripped of any ecological value. Parking in these areas also causes issues with 
litter from vehicles and further damage to the surrounding land through irregular 
pedestrian access. Uncontrolled parking now regularly causes obstructions to access 
through gates but also to wider vehicles on the road (particularly local farm vehicles). 

3.3 Section 90(1) of the UK's National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 
1949 empowers Authorities to make byelaws for public land in National Parks or 
areas with public access, to preserve order, prevent damage, and ensure enjoyment 
by all, covering litter, fires, and traffic restrictions.  Restricting irresponsible parking 
and therefore reducing damage to surrounding habitats is clearly in line with such 
powers. 

3.4 The use of byelaws to prohibit people parking on verges relies on land either being 
within the Authority’s ownership or being access land. Our powers do not allow us to 
make byelaws on any other land.  North Lees Estate has the advantage of being 
within the Authority’s ownership and/or access land and therefore byelaws provide a 
viable method of addressing this issue.   

https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Parks+and+Access+to+the+Countryside+Act+1949&oq=90%281%29+of+the+1949+Act+national+parks&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg1MTA1ajBqMagCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAx7O02weXVbFqRoOHansMBPXY0e84_l6fKcPvJGn2esFc6HzKjanGcmqbQ7l1rdahfBB4ICqX7fhLEGi0gCns8OIddqyIZUJoNiRuzzkrVpbATK-OppjrVZg3w6QN7_nEWFFjPhf046zG9l3smqXQuLvt6jE8IPqQv2sFXOwK9m1g&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwimvrHh9fSRAxVST0EAHXq7NdIQgK4QegQIARAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Parks+and+Access+to+the+Countryside+Act+1949&oq=90%281%29+of+the+1949+Act+national+parks&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQg1MTA1ajBqMagCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAx7O02weXVbFqRoOHansMBPXY0e84_l6fKcPvJGn2esFc6HzKjanGcmqbQ7l1rdahfBB4ICqX7fhLEGi0gCns8OIddqyIZUJoNiRuzzkrVpbATK-OppjrVZg3w6QN7_nEWFFjPhf046zG9l3smqXQuLvt6jE8IPqQv2sFXOwK9m1g&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwimvrHh9fSRAxVST0EAHXq7NdIQgK4QegQIARAB
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3.5 There are a number of verges within the North Lees Estate which are not access 

land and are within Highways Authority ownership. A slightly different approach is 
required in these areas (see Para 3.7 below). 

3.6 Appropriate byelaws would allow the Authority’s existing Enforcement Officers to 
monitor and gather evidence of verge parking which is in breach of the byelaws. This 
can then be used to prosecute offenders through the Single Justice Procedure 
whereby fines can be issued by the court up to level 2 on the standard scale (not 
exceeding £500). The fines would be payable to the court and not the Authority, 
however the Authority may seek reimbursement of court and legal costs, which would 
be at the court’s discretion. 

3.7 The proposed byelaws would also allow drivers of campervans parking overnight 
within passing places/laybys within Authority ownership or access land to be 
prosecuted in a similar manner. 

3.8 Discussions are underway with Derbyshire County Council highways department 
concerning the delegation of some of their powers to the National Park Authority to 
allow action to be taken against verge parking on highways land that is not access 
land. We are not able to progress this until such an agreement is reached and 
therefore delegation is sought now for the Authority Solicitor and Head of Assets and 
Enterprise to progress appropriate action as and when an agreement is in place. 

 
4. Recommendations 

 
1. To approve the strategy detailed in this report to restrict verge parking on the 

areas of Authority-owned land and highway identified within the proposed 
byelaws at Appendix 1, and highway land within the North Lees Estate.   

2. To delegate authority to the Authority Solicitor to take all necessary steps to 
make and finalise the proposed byelaws at Appendix 1, including advertising, 
consulting upon and applying to the Secretary of State for confirmation. 

3. To delegate authority to the Authority Solicitor, in consultation with the Chair 
and Vice Chair of Resources Committee, to make any necessary amendments 
to the byelaws following the consultation process. 

4. To delegate authority to the Head of Assets and Enterprise and the Authority 
Solicitor to implement and enforce the byelaws in their entirety once confirmed 
and in effect. 

5. To delegate authority to the Authority Solicitor and Head of Assets and 
Enterprise to agree and enter into appropriate arrangements with Derbyshire 
County Council (and other Highways Authorities as appropriate) in order to 
achieve the same aims in respect of verge parking on highways land within the 
North Lees Estate that is not access land. This may include agreements for the 
delegation of functions of other authorities to the Authority, and the making, 
implementation and enforcement of any legal process to achieve these aims, 
as appropriate. 

 
5. Corporate Implications 

 
a. Legal 

 
The Authority has the power under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside 
Act 1949 to make byelaws in relation to land owned by the Authority or to which the 
public are given access, for the preservation of order, the prevention of damage to 
land, and for securing that people using the land behave themselves so as to avoid 
undue interference with the enjoyment of the land by other persons.  
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The areas of North Lees which are covered by the proposed byelaws are either in the 
ownership of the Authority or are Access Land. The Authority therefore has the 
power to make the proposed byelaws pursuant to the 1949 Act in respect of the 
verges, to prevent damage being caused to the verges and to avoid undue 
interference with the enjoyment of the land by other users.  
 
The Authority has no power to make byelaws in relation to land owned by the 
Highway Authority which is not Access Land, however should the Highway Authority 
agree to delegate its powers, the Authority will be able to exercise those powers as if 
it were the Highway Authority, to the extent of the delegated power.  

 
b. Financial  

 
Car parking income is a significant element of the revenue generated across our 
estate and forms an important part of the funding to manage the land we own for the 
benefit of nature and other special qualities. 
 
Enforcement of verge parking will have an impact on the capacity of the Enforcement 
Officers when on patrol. However, the verge parking will form part of the regular 
enforcement patrols that currently cover our car parks.  It is also hoped that the ability 
to enforce will act as a deterrent so the resource implications should be low. 
 

c. National Park Management Plan and Authority Plan 
 
Enforcement against verge parking will contribute significantly to the provision of 
suitable, well maintained parking and will therefore contribute towards the following 
Management Plan outcomes: 
 
Aim Three:  
The Peak District is a welcoming place where all are inspired to enjoy, care for and 
connect to its special qualities.  
 
Objective 7:  
To encourage a sustainable visitor economy that supports local businesses, cares for 
the National Park's special qualities and respects the well-being of local communities  
 
The provision of formal parking coupled with better enforcement of irresponsible 
parking will support sustainable visits to sites at North Lees where verge parking can 
be enforced. This will protect the special qualities by reducing damage to verge areas 
and support local communities by reducing the issues caused by problem parking.  
 
Objective 8:  
To create opportunities for young people and those from under-served communities 
to connect with and enjoy the National Park 
 
Objective 9:  
To promote the National Park as a place where there are opportunities for the 
improvement of physical and mental health and wellbeing  
 
Suitable and safe places to park will enable and encourage those who may not 
usually visit the National Park to connect with and enjoy the National Park and for all 
to engage in activities that support physical and mental health and wellbeing of 
visitors, many such activities are a focus at the North Lees Estate in particular. 
 
Aim Two: Landscape and Nature Recovery  
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Objective 4:  
To be a place where nature recovers and biodiversity flourishes.  
 
Inadequate formal parking provision results in irresponsible parking at a number of 
sites and subsequent verge damage. This is particularly evident at North Lees which 
many areas of SSSI verge are damaged. Better management of parking at these 
sites will result in reduced damage and therefore support nature recovery and 
biodiversity. 
 
Objective 5:  
To understand, appreciate and enhance the cultural heritage and in particular built 
environments of the National Park as part of an ever-changing landscape  
 
Objective 6:  
To protect and enhance the natural beauty of the Peak District National Park's 
contrasting and ever-evolving landscape  
 
Better controlled formal parking areas that are designed to be screened and have a 
minimal impact on the landscape protect the natural beauty and landscape from the 
damaging impacts of informal and irresponsible parking on the Landscape.  
 
Authority Plan:  
 
Objective E: Assets  
To have best practice arrangements in place for the Authority’s assets. The proposed 
enforcement against verge parking will result in improvements to the assets and 
enable their condition to be improved. Therefore contributing toward the 
implementation of best practice at those sites. 
 

d. Risk Management 
 
There is some risk that the level of enforcement required will be too onerous on the 
Parking Enforcement Officers time and result in additional costs to the Authority that 
are not recoverable. This risk will be mitigated through careful monitoring of the 
impact of this additional enforcement and subsequently the implementation of further 
measures such as additional communication, physical barriers (where appropriate) or 
direct engagement with offenders. 
 
There is a further risk that DEFRA will not approve the proposed byelaws. This risk is 
thought to be low as the proposals are within the Authority’s powers and in line with 
our purposes as a National Park Authority. 
 

e. Net Zero 
 
There will be no impact on the Authority’s efforts to become Net Zero as a result of 
this proposal. 
 

6. Background papers (not previously published) 
 
None 

 
7. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Proposed Verge Parking Byelaws (Draft) 
Appendix 2 – Draft Bylaws for Verges Plans (Draft) 
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